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This is a preview email.

Slow-Cooked Community
The Bennington student founders of the Slow
Cooked Movement discuss how they brought
community, nutrition, and local farms together
during this Field Work Term.  

Student Honored by President
of Pakistan
Muhammad Ammar ‘24, has been recognized
by the president of Pakistan for achieving the
highest position in Pakistan in his International
Baccalaureate Examinations. Ammar was
invited to an award ceremony on March 17, in
advance of Pakistan Day (March 23), at the
President House of Pakistan. In addition to the
ceremony and certificate of his achievement,
Ammar also received a monetary award and
eagerly awaits his congratulatory call from
President Biden on July 4.
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Bennington College Welcomes
New Trustee
On April 1, President Walker announced that
Odili Donald Odita MFA ’90 would be joining
the Board of Trustees. Odita was born in
Enugu, Nigeria and lives and works in
Philadelphia. He is an abstract painter
exploring color both in the figurative historical
context and in the sociopolitical sense. In
addition to general trustee duties, Odita will
also serve on the College’s education and
community life committee.

Career Convos: Summer FWT
For the latest episode of Career Convos,
Career Engagement Coordinator Jocelyn
Salcedo '18 speaks with members of the
Bennington community about their experience
searching for and securing a summer FWT
experience. Tune in to hear about their journey
exploring different career paths, navigating the
application process, and discovering internship
opportunities via their professional network.

2021 Museum Fellows
Announced
Six students from Bennington College have
been selected as Frankenthaler Fellows for the
2021 Museum Fellows Term. A five-month
work-integrated learning program that provides
participants with practical, professional
experience at a major cultural institution, the

The Reckless Rush to Burn
AFFF
David Bond, along with students Ahmad
Yassir '20 and Cedric Lam ‘22, have
launched a website documenting the
incineration of 20 million pounds of Aqueous
Fire Fighting Foam (AFFF), a toxic fire-fighting
foam linked to grievous health reactions—
despite there being no evidence that

https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/2p904l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/iia14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/yab14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/e3b14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/uvc14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/aod14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/qge14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/68e14l
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ez0xvl/akqwqdk/m1f14l


7/22/2021 email : Webview : Slow Cooked Community

https://t.e2ma.net/message/ez0xvl/akqwqdk 3/4

program has previously been rooted in New
York City—but this year looks a little different. 

incineration destroys AFFF. Much of this
burning of AFFF occured in environmental
justice communities.  

Announcements: 

Commencement 2021 Update 
On April 21, 2021 President Walker shared an update about guests at commencement. Read the

announcement here. More information to follow shortly by email. 

Events: 

Music Mondays: Rajna Swaminathan | April 26 | Virtual Event 
Music Mondays presents a concert and Q&A with mrudangam artist, composer, and scholar Rajna
Swaminathan. 

VALS: Calida Garcia Rawles | April 27 | Virtual Event 
This week's VALS guest is Calida Garcia Rawles. Merging sharp hyper-realism with poetic
abstraction, Los Angeles-based Calida Garcia Rawles paints African-American women and men
submerged in glistening water; bodies are swarmed by a flurry of bubbles, ripples, and refracted
light. Please note that this event, originally scheduled for April 20, will be occurring on April 27. 

Literature Evenings: Paul La Farge | April 28 | Virtual Event 
A reading by Bennington faculty member Paul La Farge, author of The Night Ocean; The Artist of
the Missing; Haussmann, or the Distinction; and Luminous Airplanes.  

Through May 5 | Bring it Home | VAPA Usdan Gallery, 1:00-5:00 PM 
The exhibition Bring It Home distributes commissioned posters by BIPOC artists to the public,
inviting audiences to install works in personal spaces.  

Poetry at Bennington: Craft Talk with Lillian-Yvonne Bertram | May 5 |
Virtual Event 
Lillian-Yvonne Bertram is the author of four books of poetry and the recipient of an NEA fellowship
and director of the Chautauqua Institution Writers’ Festival. They are an associate professor of
English at the University of Massachusetts-Boston, where they direct the MFA program in creative
writing. 

Poetry at Bennington: Lillian-Yvonne Bertram and Catherine Barnett |
May 5 | Virtual Event 
Poets Catherine Barnett and Lillian-Yvonne Bertram read from their poetry collections Human Hours
and Travesty Generator, followed by a public Q&A. 

Poetry at Bennington: Craft Talk with Catherine Barnett | May 7 | Virtual
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Event 
Catherine Barnett is the author of three books of poetry, "Human Hours", "The Game of Boxes", and
"Into Perfect Spheres Such Holes Are Pierced". The recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and a
Whiting Writers’ Award, she is a Distinguished Writing Fellow at Hunter College, and also teaches at
Barnard College and NYU. 

VALS: Susette Min | May 11 | Virtual Event 
Professor Min received her Ph.D. from Brown University and is an Associate Professor at the
University of California, Davis. Min is also an independent curator. Prior to joining the faculty at UC
Davis, she was Associate Curator at The Drawing Center, NYC. Her critically acclaimed first book,
Unnamable: The Ends of Asian American Art (NYU Press, 2018) centers attention on the categorical
imperatives of Asian American Art. Currently, she is working on a new book project focused on
exhibition-making, immigration, and terrorism—as well as an exhibition on radical self-care with her
students at UC Davis. 

VALS: Untitled Queen | May 18 | Virtual Event 
Matthew de Leon, also known as Untitled Queen, is an artist, a child of Boriquen and the so-called
Philippines, drag queen, poet, decolonizer, and community organizer based on the stolen land of the
LenapeHoking, so-called Brooklyn, NY. She received her MFA in Fine Arts from Parsons the New
School for Design. She is the recipient of the Drag Queen of the Year 2015 for the Brooklyn Nightlife
Awards. She is a resident performer of Rupaul's Drag Race Season 9 Winner Sasha Velour’s
Nightgowns. She recently presented Untitled (World), the first global LGBTQIA+ digital drag show,
with 47 drag artists each representing 1 country. The event raised funds for 3 global HIV
organizations in honor of World AIDS Day. 
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